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OCTOBER 
2019 

 
OFFICERS 

 
President 

Skip Panowitz 
410-638-6446 

skip.panowitz@yahoo.com 
 

V. President, 
Membership 
Mike Melnyk 
610-279-6279 

thunderbirdmike@juno.com  
 

Secretary 
Judy Dickinson 
717-767-2973 

ewdjad@hotmail.com 
 

Treasurer 
Harry Skruch 
410-256-2740 

hskruch@verizon.net 
 

Editor 
Dan Denham 
410-592-2030 

garagex4@yahoo.com 
 

Webmaster 
Steve Kelley 
443-371-3030 

skelley@gottogotravel.net 
 

Sunshine Lady 
Cathy Kelley 
443-417-0441 

cathykelley49@gmail.com 
 
 
 

Board of Directors 
 

     Phyllis Cherry     410-747-1209 
     Ray Raeke          410- 676-6055 
     Ron Hill              410-569-0106 
    Tom Young        410- 653-3108 
 

 
Deadline for submitting 

Newsletter photos, articles, 
etc., is the 20th of each 

month. 
 

Important Date In Thunderbird History 
OCTOBER 22, 1954: THUNDERBIRD GOES ON SALE 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Thunderbird Bird Breakfast in Bel Air  

October 17, 9:30 AM 
Greek Village Diner, 129 Baltimore Pike, Bel Air, MD 21214 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Rockville, MD Antique & Classic Car Show 

Saturday October 19, 8:30 AM – 3:30 PM 
All Cars Must be on the Field by 11:00 

603 Edmonston Drive, Rockville MD 20850 
The Rockville Antique & Classic Car Show is a premier car show very popular with MATC 

and Potomac Chapter Thunderbird Club members. The best antique vehicles in the Maryland / 
Virginia area attend this event. Registration fee is, $10 prior to Sept 11 and $20 after Sept 11. 

Last registration date is Oct 16. Registration is by mail or by the Rockville Civic Center 
website. Registration form is attached to the newsletter. URL is posted below.  

https://www.rockvillemd.gov/667/Antique-Classic-Car-Show 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

NJTA's Fall Brunch Cruise 
Sunday, October 20, 11 am 

Lambertville Station Restaurant and Inn 
11 Bridge St, Lambertville, New Jersey 08530 

Join the New Jersey Thunderbird Associaton at Lambertville Station Inn for Sunday Brunch. 
Brunch is $31.95 plus tax and gratuity. Menu flyer is attached.  

RSVP Dwight and Marsha Dixon of NJTA by Oct 14.  
Tel:  973-492-8162  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Conowingo Veterans Center 
Sunday, November 10, 1:00 pm 

775 Ragan Road, Conowingo, MD 21918 
We will be spending the afternoon with the veterans who live in the Conowingo Veterans 
Center in Cecil County. We will treat them to hot dogs, burgers, snacks and desert and give 
them a chance to view our cars. Phyllis Cherry is coordinating our visit. Please make every 
effort to attend this important event as we honor our veterans. BRING: 
 * A-M: Salad or Casserole,   N-Z: Desert 
 *Large bottle of Soda or iced tea or water bottles 
 *Chair/Chairs 
 *Books, puzzles, DVDs for Veterans 
 *Your Thunderbird to display and share with the Veterans 

 
RSVP to Skip, (skip.panowitz@yahoo.com) or Phyllis, (pacherry@comcast.net) by Nov 7. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

Elizabeth Kilcullen 19  John Loving 20  James McKee  
Gretchen LeKites      Mary Aivazis   



 
 
                   
 

  2019 TENTATIVE EVENTS CALENDAR 
Official MATC activities are printed in bold. Our Thunderbird Club events are open to all years of Thunderbirds. Other events such as “AACA” events 

adhere to the 25 year rule or other designation. Applicable restrictions will be noted with each event. 

Date Event Sponsor Location Details 
Oct 9 - 12 

Thurs to Sun  
AACA Eastern Fall Hershey AACA Hershey, PA http://hersheyaaca.org/fallmeet.html  

Thu to Sun 
Oct 10 - 13 

Endless Summer Cruisin  Ocean City MD 
https://specialeventpro.com/endless‐

summer‐cruisin  

Saturday 
Oct 19 

Rain or Shine 

Rockville Antique and Classic 
Auto Show 

8:30a – 3:30p 
MATC 

Rockville Civic Center Pk 
603 Edmonston Drive 
Rockville  MD 20851 

http://www.rockvillemd.gov/667/Antiq
ue-Classic-Car-Show   

Sunday 
Oct 20 

NJTA Fall Brunch Cruise 
11 am 

NJTA 
Lambertville Station Inn 

11 Bridge St 
Lambertville N.J. 08530 

https://www.lambertvillestation.com/d
ining/sunday-buffet-brunch#module-
link 

Saturday 
Oct 26 

Antique Car Show 
Sunshine Grill Restaurant 

CRAACA 
12607 Fork Road 
Fork, MD 21051 

www.cheasapeakeaaca.org / 
410-292-3656 

Sunday 
Nov 10 

Conowingo Veterans Center 
Visitation 

MATC 

Conowingo Veterans 
Center 

775 Ragan Drive 
Conowingo, MD 21918 

https://www.facebook.com/conowing
ovetctr/  

Sunday 
December 15 

1:00 pm 
Annual Christmas Party MATC 

 

Dobbin House
89 Steinwahr Avenue 

Gettysburg, PA 

See Menu, registration and 
directions enclosed in 
November Newsletter 

     

 
Other Events:   Car Cruise and Show Guide: http://carcruiseguide.com/ 

    Hunt Valley Horsepowering:  Every Saturday 8:00AM to 10:00AM, Location: Hunt Valley Town Center in 
the parking lot between Joe’s Crab Shack and the fomer Best Buy location.  http://horsepowering.com/ 

 
FOR SALE: 
 
1964 Thunderbird: Older restoration and still shows and runs well.   Wimbledon 
White with a black landau roof and black interior.  Has power windows and power 
driver seat.   Recliner passenger seat with head rest.  Owned by same family since 
1965.  Have documented history from restoration in 1998 to present.  
Call Earl or Judy Dickinson @ 717 767 2973. (9/19) 
 
 
 
2003 Thunderbird:Red Hardtop, Steve Kelley 443-371-3030, skelley@gottogotravel.net  
(1/18) See attached flyer. 
 
 
 
2002 Thunderbird: Asking 13,500, 34,600 miles, excellent condition, with boot and 
storage rack. Thank you, Dave LeKites,  rundpl@gmail.com    (7/19) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2003 Thunderbird for parts: Drive able but needs mechanical work to meet emissions standards 
and needs detailing. High mileage car (225k).  Contact: Anthony Foster, 703–298–8152 ( 9/19 ) 

  



THUHNDERBIRD YOU TUBE VIDEO 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gNad‐_X_jYY 
 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE – OCTOBER 2019 
 

This month I am, again, going to begin my comments with some very good news. Last 
month I commented that Jean Raeke advised that Ray was progressing very well after his 
recent surgery to insert a pig valve in his heart. Ray and Jean attended the monthly 
breakfast last week. It was good to see both of them again. Since then, member Ron Hill 
has had two unexpected hospital “vacations” to address AFIB issues. As of now, the docs 
have his condition under control. It was good to see Ron at the breakfast last week also. 
Please keep Cathy Kelley and me aware of any important news concerning you, or other 
members, so that we can keep the membership informed. 

 
The annual “Cherry Festival” at Phyllis and John’s cabin was another great event. It was well attended, as 
usual, and the weather was great. And so was the food and socialization. This is always a much anticipated and 
well attended event. Our friends from the Potomac Classic TBird Club joined us again as well. And there was a 
great showing of TBirds. Many, many thanks to Phyllis and John for their hospitality by continuing to host this 
event. 
 
Unfortunately, we had to cancel the September event scheduled for the Conowingo Veterans Home. The 
event for November 10th is still on. Let’s have a strong showing to support these guys. More details will be 
forthcoming in future newsletters.  
 
This edition of the newsletter includes information regarding a gathering on October 20th sponsored by the 
North Jersey Thunderbird Association. This looks to be a great event and will be a reunion of sorts for many of 
us who have not seen old friends for a while. MATC is supporting this event and I hope we have great showing. 
Please contact Dwight and Marsha Dixon if you plan to attend. Also, let me know if you are attending so that 
we possibly can plan a caravan as applicable and convenient. 
   
Just a reminder ‐ the annual election of officers is approaching rapidly. Positions available include president, 
secretary and one Board of Directors slot. The ballot will be included in the November newsletter.  Please 
consider running for office to share your ideas and efforts to support our great club. Remember, without a 
group of willing, capable and dedicated officers there will be no club.  
 
In case you didn’t know, October 22 is an important day in Thunderbird and automotive history. On that day in 
1954, 65 years ago, the iconic Ford Thunderbird went on sale. And the rest is history as they say. Certainly a 
day to celebrate. 
  
Barb and I look forward to seeing all of you at one of the upcoming events. Enjoy those Birds while the 
weather is still cooperating.  
 
Skip  



2+2 '57 TBIRD. SHOULD FORD HAVE CONSIDERED BUILDING IT? 
 

 
 

CHERRY FESTIVAL PHOTOS, SEPTEMBER 8 
 
 

 
 
 



Did I ever tell you about my very first trip in my TBird? 
Submitted by Steve Kelley 

 

Good News - On the way to WV for a family reunion in my new (to me) TBird.   

Bad News –   TBird breaks down in the mountains at 10:00am.  

Good News – I have AAA.   

Bad News –   I have No cell service, looks like a hike to the top of the Sadler Mountain.   

Good News – I get through and a Tow Truck is dispatched.   

Bad News –   They can’t find me.   

Good News –After 2 hours in 97 degree heat they arrive.   

Bad News -   I am seriously having heat stroke.   

Good News – The driver recognizes it and puts me in his cab with A/C and gives me water.   

Bad News –   On the way to the garage the tow truck breaks down.  

Good News – The second Tow Truck arrives.   

Bad News –   They almost drop my TBird in the transfer.  But, I get to the garage at 2:00pm.   

Good News – They find the problem, it’s a cracked thermostat Housing.   

Bad News –   Can’t get the part today.   

Good News – Cheap Motel across the street from garage.   

Bad News   – I won’t get to visit my buddy on the way down.   

Good News – They get the part the next morning.   

Bad News –   Upon re-assembly they find that the back part of the housing has no thermostat.   

Good News – They get the new thermostat.   

Bad News –   They find that one of the tabs that secure the thermostat is missing.  And it is too late to get the 
part.   

Good News - My sister is coming from Baltimore to the reunion and will pick me up and drop me back off on 
Sunday.  The garage will have it reassembled and waiting for me.   

Bad News - Received call from garage four hours later that it is re-assembled and not overheating BUT, now I 
have an intake manifold leak – can’t get gasket till Monday.    
 
And how was your weekend??? 

  



Lambertville Station Restaurant and Inn 

 



The Antique Car Show at the Sunshine Grill is sponsored by the Chesapeake Region AACA. 
Mutltiple Thunderbirds are displayed at this show. Zoeanne and I take the 2002 Thunderbird to 
the show and have never been denied entry because of age. One year my 1966 Thunderbird won 
a prize and another year Zoeanne’s 2002 Thunderbird also won a prize.   

 



 

 





 

 

 

  



Mid-Atlantic Thunderbird Club 

5626 Williams Road 

Hydes, MD 21082-9533 
 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MID-ATLANTIC THUNDERBIRD CLUB….. 
      Charter Member, International Thunderbird Club 
 

 
 
 
 


