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September Monthly Third Thursday Bird Breakfast in Bel Air
September 21, 9:30 AM
Greek Village Diner, 129 Baltimore Pike, Bel Air, MD 21214

October Monthly Third Thursday Bird Breakfast in Bel Air
October, 19, 9:30 AM
Greek Village Diner, 129 Baltimore Pike, Bel Air, MD 21214

International Thunderbird Convention
August 29 — September 3

Fort Wayne, Indiana
http://www.intl-thunderbirdclub.com/events.html

September 7 — September 10
Schuylkill County, PA

Sponsored by: Lehigh Valley Thunderbird Club
http://www.lehighvalleythunderbirdclub.com/

September 10, Sunday, 1:00 PM

Rain Date: Sept 17
(in case of rain see MATC Website)
$2 a Plate POTLUCK SOCIAL Hosted by John and Phyllis Cherry,
14401 Water Company Road, Cascade MD, 21719
(Near Thurmont, MD), See calendar page for directions. So our hosts can prepare, Please
RSVP if you will be attending at least 5 days in advance (Sept 5),
Home Telephone: 410-747-1209, email: pacherry@comcast.net
Please bring a dish in the food category listed by the first letter of your last name, The $2 goes
to the host to offset costs. John and Phyllis will be providing venue, paper goods, utensils,
beverages, condiments, etc.
“Nto Z” Main Dish “AtoL” Salad “Jto M” Dessert
If bringing a salad or main dish, please provide enough to serve at least 8 people.
If bringing a dessert, please provide enough to serve at least 10 people.

Welcome New Members

Frank & Martha Ann Comer
Parkton, MD

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Read Van Zile 12
Marvin Schroll 17
Frank Long

Celeste Skruch 9
Lynn Horn 16
Mike Melnyk 30

Judy Dickenson 12
Jean Raeke 28
O’Rean Fiedler
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2017 EVENTS CALENDAR

womkxx Nametags Required, $1 no tag assessment. Official MATC/ITC activities are printed in bold, Our Thunderbird Club events are open to all years of
Thunderbirds. Other events such as “AACA” events adhere to the 25 year rule or other designation. Applicable restrictions will be noted with each event.

Date Event Sponsor Location Details
International Thunderbird . http://www.intl-
Aug 29 - Sept 3 Convention ITC Fort Wayne Indiana thunderbirdclub.com/events.html
Sept 10 ) *kkkkkkkkhkk
Potluck Social hosted by Cascade, MD
sun hn and Phyllis Ch MATC h
Rain: Sept 17 John and Phyllis Cherry . (near Thurmont)
Lehigh . . ;
. . Holiday Inn Express http://www.intl-
Sept 7 - 10 All Thunderbird Fall Regional | Valley 958 Schuylkill Mall Rd | thunderbirdclub.com/events.htm|
underbird .
Frackville, PA 17931
Club
Sept 17 TealPower Hotrod Raffle @ Ovarian Cancer https://raffles.ticketprinting.com/raff
P 1965Thunderbird Raffle Walk, Cincinnati, OH le.jsp?rafflelD=3519
September 21 Greek Village Diner (https://www.facebook.com/pages/Gree
9:30 AM Third Thursday Breakfast MATC 129 Baltimore Pike k-Village-
' Bel Air, MD 21014 Restaurant/203026953055071
Oct4-7 Fall Hershey AACA Hershey, PA http://hersheyaaca.org/fallmeet.htm
Thurs to Sun ]
Oct5-8 Endless Summer Cruisin Ocean City MD https://www.speualeventpr(_).com/e
ndless-summer-cruisin
Saturday Rockville Antique and Classic ko Rockville Civic Center Pk See website for registration.
Oct 21 Auto Show MATC 603 Edmonston Drive http://www.rockvillemd.gov/events/
Rain Date: 28 8:30a — 3:30p Fhkkkkkkk Rockville MD 20851 carshow.htm
Nov Officer Election MATC
Sunday Fhkkkkkkk Dobbin House See Menu, registration and
December 3 Annual Christmas Party MATC 89 Steinwahr Avenue directions enclosed in
1:00 pm Fhkkkkkkk Gettysburg, PA November Newsletter
April 8- 5. 2018 BERMUDA MATC Departs Baltimore April 8, | http://midatlantictbirdclub.org/pdfs/
P ’ MATC 2018 Cruise 2018 @ 5:00PM matc2018.pdf

Other Events:

Car Cruise and Show Guide: http://carcruiseguide.com/

Hunt Valley Horsepowering: Every Saturday 8:00A to 10:00A, Location: Hunt Valley Town Center (Shawan Road) in the
parking lot between Joe’s Crab Shack and the fomer Best Buy location. http://horsepowering.com/
“THE CRUISE” At The Boulevard (formerly Lowes Cruise Night) Fridays from 4-9:30 pm, between Boston’s and JC Penny, 3459
Merchant Blvd, Abingdon MD 21009, Jeff 410-627-2227 www.theboulevardcruise. com.

Shrewsbury 4" Friday: 5:00P -9:00P: Motor Menders Rod & Custom Cruise Nights At the Markets of Shrewsbury, 4th Friday of
month. Rain Date following Friday, no rain date Sept. www.marketsatshrewsbury.com

CALLING ALL T-BIRD OWNERS - Tell Ford Motor Company about your Thunderbird and the role it plays
in your life. If Ford features your story in their MY FORD magazine, Ford will send you a free My Ford T-shirt and a

$100 American Express Gift Card. Email or mail your story and pictures to:
or myeditor@ford.com

MyFord
PO Box 6248
MD 4S-B

Dearborn, Ml 48126

Please include your club affiliations (MATC, ITC, etc.) when submitting your articles. If your article is published in MY
Ford, and you are an ITC member and ITC is mentioned in the article you will receive an ITC T-Shirt as well as the Ford
T-Shirt. Good Luck!!

FROM THE ITC MID-ATLANTIC NEWS
As a reminder, The International Thunderbird Club (ITC) Convention, Ft. Wayne, Indiana, August 29-September 3, 2017,
is recognizing Ovarian Cancer as its charity. Ovarian cancer was selected in honor of ITC member Debra Paul, wife of

ITC Secretary Michael Paul, who is currently being treated for ovarian cancer.

ITC has paired up with the Ovarian Cancer Alliance of Greater Cincinnati (OCAGC). ITC members, Andy and Debbie
Walter, from Cincinnati, OH are advocates for the disease as Debbie is currently being treated. Andy purchased a *65
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Thunderbird that he and with the help of numerous volunteers, restored and customized. Andy donated his beautiful T-
Bird, known as the “TealPower Hot Rod,” to the OCAGC to be raffled off in support of the organization with 100% of
the ticket sales proceeds going towards OCAGC.

The International Thunderbird Club is how a sponsor of the charity and is selling tickets for the T-Bird, TealPower Hot
Rod. Tickets are available through the ITC’s website under the “News & Events” section, September 16, 2017 or go
directly to this link for information on tickets and the drawing for the T-Bird.
http://www.intl-thunderbirdclub.com/event/fight-ovarian-cancer-raffle-sept-16-2017/?instance_id=18

The cost of tickets: 1 for $20, 6 for $100, 100 for $1,000. Donations are also accepted through the OCAGC website.
Please help with this worthy cause by purchasing tickets. Be sure to list “International Thunderbird Club’ under “Who
referred you” on the OCAGC website, when making your donation.

Andy Walter will be bringing this special T-Bird to the ITC Convention, displaying it at the Hotel Ft. Wayne, (soon-to-be
Ramada Plaza Hotel & Conference Center).

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT @ ABINGDON TARGET PARKING LOT

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT ATTENDEES
Bill Clark Dan & Zoe Denham
John & Lynn Horn Steve & Cathy Kelly
Doug & Sandy Read Harry & Celeste Skruch
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MATC APPAREL

A number of MATC members have asked when there is going to be another apparel order. The order forms are
available at most MATC functions or from Skip or Steve. However, as an additional option, the vendor has
indicated that members may contact them directly to place orders. The price will be the same as if it was part of
a larger MATC order. The vendor is: EmbroidMe

2216 Commerce Rd, #3

(in Forest Hill industrial park, near airpark)
Forest Hill, MD 21050
443-640-6414
Ask for Candace

This option gives members an opportunity to stop in their shop to see what is available. There are also a few of
the sample items available for sale.

LEHIGH VALLEY THUNDERBIRD CLUB ALL THUNDERBIRD CONVENTION

Attached is the registration information for the TBird meet & "convention" being held by our friends at LVTC in early
September. Tuesday is the deadline according to Walt Fries. | realize that the Sunday of the event conflicts with our
annual gathering at the Cherry's but there is still an opportunity to attend for a few days. The LVTC folks always provide
a good show with lots of interesting activities and an opportunity to socialize with other TBird owners. If you have just
forgotten to register, or are still thinking about it, please consider doing it so that they will have an accurate count. If you
have an questions, contact Walt Fries, Vince Luppino or Mike Melnyk.
Skip

JACK SAFETY

Phil Hack

One of the many benefits | received from spending over 35 years working at BGE was the importance of working safely.
Providing a safe working environment, providing extensive safe work practice training and providing the finest tools and
personal protective equipment was and still is paramount there. For most of us, this thought carried over to our home life,
too. I never do crazy things I did when | was younger, knew everything and was invincible. So this thought carries over
to the garage when I’m working on my Thunderbird or other vehicles. If we’re not careful while working on our cars, a
simple 5 minute job can quickly turn into an injury or worse, a tragedy.
I was recently reminded of this. My ’63 Third had developed a slight rumble in the right rear wheel. Suspecting a
bearing, | jacked up the car and gave the wheel a spin. | didn’t hear or feel anything unusual but did notice a slight dimple
in the sidewall. The tires are new (another safety story I’ll tell next time) and the flaw didn’t appear serious. Regardless,
| decided to rotate the tire to the front and listen for any change. | was using my trusty, 40 year old, light duty floor jack.
After placing the rear of the car on a jack stand and removing the tire, | moved my jack to the front, jacked up the car and
removed the front tire. Then, while placing the rear tire on the front hub, | found that the car was about % inch too low.
Strange. | gave my jack a couple pumps raising the car slightly and tried again to no avail. The wheel was again, slightly
too low. Seems the jack was leaking internally and unable to hold the car. | had a helper available so | asked him to start
pumping the jack thinking he could raise the car long enough for me to get the wheel on. We never made it. Even while
vigorously pumping the jack, the car quickly sank to the floor right down to the frame.
Lesson # 1 — NEVER, EVER work underneath a car supported only by a hydraulic jack, or any jack for that matter
without a positive mechanical safety support! | was never in danger here because | never got under the car. Of all the
stupid and unsafe acts I’ve committed in my life, | don’t think 1’ve ever broken this rule. NEVER get under a car
supported by a jack except to properly place a sturdy stand for positive support!
Lesson # 2 — The only method | had to get the car off the ground was to use a low profile scissor jack. Each of my 3
collector cars has one. Two out of three didn’t work. The crank handles were wrong and the jacks were too old and
crudded up to be of any avail should I have needed them out on the road. | also found one of the spare tires was flat.
Nothing particularly dangerous here, but the scolding you’ll endure from your loved one for being so absent minded and
possibly having to forfeit a nice drive in the countryside isn’t worth it. Keep those spare tires and tools you carry in good
shape.
We’re in this hobby because we enjoy working on and driving Thunderbirds (and other marks) and socializing with our
friends at meets, tours and in our garages. Most of us are now at an age where we don’t bounce back as quickly as we
used to after an illness or injury. So friends, think twice before attempting to do something in a less than a perfectly safe
manner. Your friends and family want to see you at the next event!



Here's a story. I'm working on more. Unfortunately....My bird is down for the count. The power steering box went
up....big time. Fortunately right in the driveway...dumped fluid all over the place. Bill Clark told me to contact Jim Wulf
the technical advisor for the bullet birds. What a nice guy! Full of information and lots of friendly advice. Hopefully
today I'll have it out of the car (I'm working slowly). I'm replacing the pump and lines also....slowly. Take care.

PHIL

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
September 2017
Although Barb and | were out of town, | understand we had a great showing at the National Night Out event. And
maybe even generated a new member or two. Thanks to Steve Kelley for following through on the invitation from
Target and coordinating the evening. Our booth included our new MATC banner to help give the club even greater
exposure.

There are still many great opportunities to show your car and gather with TBird friends even though the car show
and cruise night season is winding down. These include:

e The ITC convention- Ft. Wayne, Indiana, August 29t to September 31, It is still not too late to register for the event although
the hotel discount opportunity has closed. Click on the link on the calendar of events page for more information. Also, it is not too
late to purchase tickets for the 1965 Teal TBird being raffled in conjunction with the 2017 ITC convention to support the Ovarian
Cancer Alliance of Cincinnati. You can purchase raffle tickets via this link - http://www.intl-thunderbirdclub.com/event/fight-ovarian-
cancer-raffle-sept-16-2017/?instance_id=18.

e MCCPA Round-Up, September 2: The Mustang Club of Central PA has invited TBird owners to participate in their annual All
Mustang show scheduled for September 2, 2017 at the Carlisle, PA, fairgrounds. If at least 10 cars are registered, they will
establish a class for Thunderbirds with awards. This is a great opportunity to showcase your car and get in on the ground floor of a
new event for TBird owners. See the attached flyer for specifics. Registration deadline is August 28,

o Lehigh Valley TBird Club All Thunderbird Convention: Our friends at the Lehigh Valley Thunderbird Club are planning a repeat
of their All Thunderbird Convention from last year. This is a great opportunity to meet and socialize with other TBird owners, make
new TBird friends and renew old acquaintances. See the attached flyer for event and hotel information. Unfortunately, part of the
event conflicts with our annual gathering at the Cherry’s on September 10™. You can still attend some of the events as well as
attend the Cherry’s. The LVTC folks have worked hard to organize this event so please make every effort to support it.

e Cherry Festival-September 10t: A signature MATC event. See information elsewhere in the newsletter.

o The MATC Cruise -April 8, 2018. You don’t want to miss this unique opportunity to socialize with other TBird owners and meet
one of the key players in the retro TBird program. Details and contact info are included in this newsletter.

Please check out the MATC Facebook page and website on a regular basis, preferably at least weekly. New information about events
and of general interest to TBird owners and enthusiasts is being posted continually.

As a reminder, the MATC Board is looking for advertisers. Ads for local business and service providers would appear in the newsletter,
on the Facebook page and on the website. If you know of a business pertinent to the Thunderbird or special interest car hobby, please
let me or one of the officers know so that we can investigate them further.

We continue our efforts to recruit new members. Recently we have been averaging one per week. Let's keep this great momentum on
a roll. If you need more of the recruitment cards to give to prospective members, let me know. We are also working on a flyer that will
emphasize the benefits of MATC membership.

And finally, your Board of Directors can use help with coordinating events, the apparel sales, advertising, etc. Please consider helping
out the Board with these important parts of our services to our members. Contact me, or any Board member, for more information on
how you can help. Thanks!

Barb and | hope to see you at the Cherry’s. Or at one of the other great MATC events. Be careful and safe out there!!

Skip
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